
  

 

 

 

   

 
   
  

PRESS RELEASE                                        FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Quebec City’s English-speaking Community Seeks Concrete Action  
to Maintain Control of Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid’s 

 

Québec, November 27, 2014 - Voice of English-speaking Québec (VEQ) is still very concerned 

about the future of Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid’s and its critical role for the English-speaking 

community of the greater Quebec City region. "During the parliamentary hearings, all parties 

acknowledged the importance of maintaining the community's control over the Jeffery Hale – 

Saint Brigid's given the very great risk of seeing the needs of the English-speaking community 

drowned in the ocean of the Francophone network," says Jean-Sébastien Jolin-Gignac, 

Executive Director of VEQ. “We are still waiting to see how this will translate into concrete 

amendments to the legislation. The fact that a member of the opposition in the National 

Assembly recently called for the end of bilingual services in the network's institutions heightens 

our worry, and illustrates well why the Minister must take action to ensure that the Jeffery Hale 

- Saint Brigid's retain its ability to effectively serve the local English-speaking community.” 

 

VEQ points out that the right of English-speaking persons to receive health services and social 

services in their language is provided in the Act Respecting Health Services and Social Services 

(LRQ, c. S-4.2, s.15).  More important than the question of rights, however, is the need for 

quality communication with people who are ill or otherwise vulnerable.  Our community is 

fortunate to be able to count on Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid's, a major asset for the delivery of 

health services and social services in the English language in a predominately Francophone 

region like that of Quebec City. Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid's works in harmony not only with its 

partners in the public network, but also very closely with the region’s English-speaking 

community. The community gives back through its active participation in governance and 

management, as well as in the direct organization of the very services from which it benefits; a 

substantial and essential symbiotic relationship that must be protected. 

 

“Members of our community are part of Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid's at all levels: they are 

volunteers; they are the employees who give the services; they donate to foundations that 

support the institution; and they are active in its governance on the board of directors”, says 

Mr. David Blair, lawyer and former VEQ president. “The English-speaking population founded 

Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid's before Confederation and has tended to its success ever since. The 

community will not accept losing control of this institution” he adds.   …2
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“We must stay directly involved in the governance of Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid’s so that we can ensure 

that the members of our community, like my father who currently resides at Saint Brigid's, will 

continue to have access to excellent quality care in their own language. The future of Jeffery Hale – 

Saint Brigid’s is as important to our community as the Montfort Hospital is to Franco-Ontarians” asserts 

Mr. Blair. 

 

Mr. Jolin-Gignac, VEQ’s director, confirms that the community is indeed taking up the cause: “To date, 

over 25 organizations from our small community have taken the time to send letters of support to the 

government that all abound in the same direction: it is imperative that the modifications to Bill 10 

include provisions for the maintenance of community governance of Jeffery Hale - Saint Brigid's.” 

 

VEQ believes that the loss of leadership of Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid's would be extremely detrimental 

to the vitality of our minority community in Quebec City. “Without changes to the Bill that give formal 

recognition to the essential nature of community governance of Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid's, passing 

Bill 10 into law will cause irreparable damage to the provision of English-language health services in 

our region, which in turn threatens the very survival of our community” concludes Mr. Jolin-Gignac. 

 

Voice of English-speaking Québec is an autonomous, non-profit organization dedicated to the 

preservation of a dynamic English-speaking community in the greater Quebec City region and to the 

promotion of its interests.  VEQ is spearheading the community’s reaction to the Bill 10 through its 

campaign: “Jeffery Hale – Saint Brigid’s: Our Community, Our Health, Our Future.”  To learn more or to 

add your voice to the campaign, please visit the VEQ Facebook page or website at www.veq.ca. 
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For more information:  
 
Mr. Jean-Sebastien Jolin Gignac, Executive Director                                 418 683-2366 
1270, chemin Sainte-Foy, bureau 2141                                    info@veq.ca 
Québec, Québec G1S 2M4                                                                                
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